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AFFILIATED GROUPS NEWS

MNew collaborative effort by NJAHPERD and DOE seeks
to make “every child stronger”

“‘Every Child Stronger, Every Life Longer” isn't only the name of our pro-
zram It's our mission and our maniaa,” explains Jackie Mbalacka, executive
director of the B T, Association for Health, Physical Edueation, Fecreation
and Diamce (WTAHPERTY. “Given the complexity of the educational system,
we all find curselves, 3t times, having to serve more than one master at a
time. It's possible to lose focus, As 3 manira, Bvery Child Somoneer, Every
Life Longer remninds ws of why we all do what we do, and exactly what's at

MWIAHPERD, along with the M 1. Deparireent of Edocation (MIDOE)
and odher parners, is calling om all educators and edncation policy mekers —
from school board members to alected officials in Tremton—to leverage their
expertize and resmurces o work towards 3 meanurable physical improsement
of Mewr Jersey’s studemt body,

It was a data measurement project that 2ave birth to the emdeawor.
NIAPHERT? partnered with the DOE o undertake the sfae’s fitst-ever
comprehensive Health and Physical Education Survey. Although the survey
is slated 1o be released by the WIDHOE later this month, it became clear that a
broader discussion could stwemethen physical education in New Jersey, and
“Every Child Stronger’” was bom.

“WWhy not use the Dritemet to open the lines of conummacation throuehoat
the state,” explains Malacka “zo that teachers, admimistrators, school board
cies and most importanily, clanfy what we all want from our healt and

physical education proerams at all grads levels, along with what resources
and class time we're 2l willing to commit to those objectives.”

The mission is ambitions, Malaska admits, and that’s why the group
has shaped a set of clearly defined mitatives with which o begin. The first
focnses on mndermizing fitness testing practces to help stadents leam to set
and attain fimess goals. A second, the Administradve Parnership Initia-
tive, recognizes that many
supervisors and prncipals do
ot hawve a health and phopzical
education backeroumd, and is
desizning methods by which
sy admindstrators who are
willing cam accass eazily 1m-
derstood primers on the latest
practices. The third will focuwes
om providing elementary level
teachers puidance in teaching health edocation and ecommmend eaching
matsrizls.

A website, wwweaveryeluldsironger.org, has been lamched and wall
become a resource for health and physical edweation professionals a5 well as
the hub of the program's comommications and cureach efforts.

MNIAHPERTD and the NIDOE welcome your thouzhis. Send your com-
ments via everyohildsronger.org, using the “comtact”™ batton at the top of the
homne page.
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